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HALLMARK JOINS HOMEOWNERS FOR NEW HOME CELEBRATION

SAN DIEGO – As rebuilding efforts continue nearly one year after the San Diego County  wildfires,  Rancho Bernardo homeowners Paul and Norma Heeter recently celebrated the quick progress of their new customized rebuilt home by Hallmark Communities with a framing party in which guests signed their names and wrote messages on new framework throughout the house.

“We are so pleased with the approaching completion of our home – especially considering that many other families who lost their homes have yet to even begin construction,” said Paul Heeter.  “This home is a new beginning for us, and sharing this key milestone of construction with a fun and uplifting event just seemed appropriate and a step in the healing process for all of us.”

More than 130 guests, including neighbors, family and friends as well as Hallmark Communities’ executives and staff attended the pot-luck celebration.

“Having the Hallmark team be part of this was important to us,” Heeter said.  “They have helped make this complex and emotional process easy – handling the details and providing a new home with customized features that meet our specific needs and wants.  The quality is just wonderful.”

The Heeters, whose 1,565-square-foot, 3-bedroom, 2-bath home was destroyed in the 2007 Witch Creek fire, selected Hallmark Communities to rebuild their home based on the company’s longevity in the market, ability to perform quickly and effectively, and its 2003 Cedar fire rebuild experience.  Hallmark is customizing the couple’s new 1,604-square-foot home with a modern customized interior including a kitchen expansion, custom arched doors, cathedral ceilings, arched drywall niches and raised ceilings. Additional Hallmark modifications will include a raised garage ceiling to accommodate a vehicle lift, a tank-less water heater, and other custom features.

“We were touched to be included in the festivities,” said Tom Archbold, executive vice president with Hallmark Communities. “It means so much to us that the Heeter family is on track to start rebuilding their lives in their new home. Watching as guests passed markers around to sign the framing was inspirational.   While it will be a special memory for the Heeters, I know that our company will treasure it as well – knowing that we had a hand in bringing them home. As a family-owned San Diego builder, it was a proud moment.”
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According to Ken Henry, vice president of construction with Hallmark, the Heeters’ new rebuild home is being upgraded from the original plans according to their specification and the home is approximately four weeks ahead of the anticipated building schedule. 

Hallmark’s Rebuilding San Diego team helped over 50 families rebuild following the Cedar Fire and was able to move customers into their new homes within 10 to 11 months from the beginning of the permit-acquisition period. 

Hallmark Communities’ Rebuilding 2008 team has a number of reconstruction options from which households affected by the most recent October fires can choose, Henry said.  In addition to over 100 ready-to-build floor plans, ranging from about 1,600 to 4,500 square feet, the team can also rebuild homes using original plans, if available. Hallmark can also design custom homes to the property owners’ specifications. Utilizing one of the existing Hallmark floorplans, Henry estimates that the company can rebuild a home for approximately $135 per square foot.

Expansion and customization of Hallmark’s ready-to-build plans are also possible depending upon lot size and configurations relative to the footprint of a selected plan and municipal regulations. Hallmark Communities is also offering a large selection of options and upgrades that will enable owners to customize their new home to their individual preferences and lifestyles.  

For more information on Hallmark Communities and its rebuilding efforts, visit www.hallmarkcommunities.com or call 760-644-1803.

Hallmark Communities has been a San Diego family-owned builder of quality homes and neighborhoods for more than 20 years.  The company has completed more 2,000 homes throughout the region since 1984 and is noted for its commitment to exceeding the expectations of its customers by the quality of its work and processes, while paying equal attention to the sensitivities of the community. 
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